A novel percutaneous solution to limb ischemia due to arterial occlusion from a femoral artery ECMO cannula.
To describe a novel percutaneous technique for distal limb perfusion in the face of femoral artery occlusion secondary to extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) cannula placement. The technique is described in a 59-year-old man who presented with an inferior wall myocardial infarction and a large ventricular septal defect (VSD) requiring the initiation of ECMO via right femoral artery and vein cannulae. He subsequently developed right lower limb ischemia secondary to cannula occlusion of the femoral artery. Percutaneous transfemoral placement of a flush catheter in the right common femoral artery was performed angiographically. Ischemic symptoms resolved, and the patient was subsequently able to undergo repair of his VSD without any further lower limb ischemic sequelae. Percutaneous transfemoral placement of a flush catheter in the common femoral artery distal to ECMO cannula insertion has not to our knowledge been reported and carries the added benefit of restoring perfusion to both superficial and profunda femoris arteries.